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X,  LeRoy  D,  Pratt,  Airman  First  Class,  A?  193^0619  assigned  -o  the 
1923-ii  AAi3  Detachment  at  Randolph  Air  Perea  Base,  Taxas  do  hers.ry  certify  that 
the  following  statement  Is  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  37  instiled^* 

• 

hila  on  duty  as  3enior  Operator  in  the  control  to  or  at  Rancalsh  Air 
Poree  ~2se,  foxas  batmen  the  hours  of  2330,  27  J'-ily  an-  3700  hours,  2S  July* 

I nada  the  following  ooservrtiont 


At 


0050  hours  m the  28th  of  July,  a .3-25  type  aircra  t,  jrial  nun her 
clu3,  ntorad  the  crrffio  pattern  at  .Randolph  Air  .-ores  ase  to  laud*  As  the 
lirplana  turned  on  its  c rosewing  leg  at  QO53  hours,  1 notico«i  an  ccept '.onally 
brilliant  Li ; it  icovs  and  to  the  ri.*ht  of  the  aircraft,  South— aast  of  the  station* 
I requested  i.u’orraati  >n  frow  the  pilot  of  .314-3  concerning  t:e  lL;ht.  i-a  was 
unable  to  decide  Just  wist  kind  of  lifct  it  <13,  due  to  the  Titration  of  his 
aircraft,  ?hlla  diacuesing  thin  with  hie,  the  pilot  of  a 1-97  airplane,  nuaber 
2608  tats)  ororheaxti  the  trenaalssions  and  advised  that  ie  -as  over  1'lly  Air 
Force  Base  at  3,500  feet  an*  that  he  also  had  the  li,tnt  in  sirnt,  2a  advised 
that  ha  was  leaving  Sally  area  to  am  if  he  could  get  closer  to  it*  lie  begin 
to  ollefr  toward  the  light  md  paaaad  Randolph  at  3,500  foot*  I then  called 
S a Antonio  Control  Center  and  advised  of  the  situation*  i!r*  1*  ?•  Jhsw, 
controller  in  the  cents.-,  au  vised  oa  to  snake  ray  report  to  hLa  as  -on -late  ae 
poasible  as  It  was  being  recorded  for  tmnanieaion  to  "sshinrton  D*  C. 


After  advising  CAA,  l .hen  called  the  1*0*  here,  ind  he  cane  to  the  tower 
at  approximately  0125  hours* 

In  the  eaantiae  the  C-97  had  continued  his  pursuit  to  15  fact  and  we 
had  advised  hie  to  contact  Detail  Control  on  "T"  channel*  The  r*itch  and  contact 
sueoeeafully  coexist ed  wo,  the  aircraft,  ^reelf,  and  Detail  Control,  began  to 
attempt  aloeure  with  the  object* 

• . . » * 

Ky  daacrlptian  of  the  object  agreed  with  the  pilot  of  the  c-97,  a brilliant, 
white,  high  intensity  light,  seen  to  be  eweeping  frees  tforth  to  South*  The 
shape  of  the  light  was  elongated- and  rather  ellptlcal*  It  continued  to  cliab 

and  daaoand  rapidly* 

*Htail  Control  advised  that  they  had  a definite  object  -<n  their  radar 
jeope  arvl  were  getting  a $ood  return*  They  also  had  she  aircraft  d.jsinr  with 

-.ha  object  at  the  approxiaata  rate  of  one  mile  per  alnute*  lien  ‘Detail  Control* 
rioortec  that  the  aircraft  was  seven  ndlea  Iron  the  ibject  it  :rww  :-»sv  on  their 
scope  and  !isaot»arsd  altogether . At  the  aane  tine,  I observer  he  x.-faet  oake  a 
'matter  clockwise  swing  and  as  card  at  a arr if  is  -ate  int.il  wit  ht,  y.Q  air- 

.v-eft  ~ siac-w i its  nearer  -1th  the  assijtarce  “jf  the  to*  *r  a.-  ■?  * .rrtrol,  tut 

-.t.ioiii  .•  •. s’ -4. t3.  >•.«  _jx»  after  u 0 ..appearance  'l*  1 ict,  li.T'sfced  1 

ngnt  . im t >f  lesser  wr?  ,i;ance  teen  prevdouej-r  :-ssn  ,thou.*n  t t.tat  *.*  once 

-•Tain  had  sifted  the  object.  After  a quiCK  cr.ec  x ith  the  2a'/-  attr  nf  ‘•he 
—77  we  decided  that  it  -as  the  planet  Jupiter,  aver!  coxae  previous,  w cause  of 
cancel  tration  upon  the  other  light* 


5510th  f cr  rr»  to  (us)  rats, 


I unable  at  1127  tiaa  to  oatiaate  either  the  altitude  or  15  stance  of  the 
object  from  the  field  due  to  nqr  not  ;caowiag  the  intensity  of  the  light. 


~-adar  at  Detail  Control,  under  superriaion  of  Captain  Hoegett,  determined 
the  position  of  the  abject  at  one  t ism  a a 60  alias  from  the  field  at  a bearing  of 
Oli&*  Mamatie* 


rno 

Br.se,  3 


%»  * 


. %< 


of  the  C-9?  w«a  Captain  Tf.  S.  r*/~on,  1256th  'Mia, 
a.  Captain  no*jc^tt  was  tn  the  159th  X Sc  7 Vmedron 
.7a j X/lC  Smoml  levy,  1923-u  JUCo  "etAchaant, 
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‘7’ 
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-and  airs:  Air 


->a.jo 


I tad  rloual  reference  with  the  objoet  for  a-.nraxlgitely  52  -.inutea.  .he 
neathor  aus  claar  nlth  15  t11  :»  vloioilifc;/.  '■f/  final  report  to  the  ('antral  oncer 
Tina  at  0225  hour*.  23  July  l?5** 


i 


D*  PRATT 

Vic.  osaf 

AF  193^0619 


- 


fliAUi  Co-znanding  General 

Air  iiateriel  Coamand 

ATTMs  Intelligence  Division 

Wright-l&tterson  A?  Base,  Ohio 


10*  Director  of  Intelligence 

Headquarters,  USAF 
’•/ashii.^ton  25,  D.  C. 


In  compiler,  e*  with  A F Letter  200-5,  dated  29  April  1952,  the 
attached  AF  Form  112  is  forwarded. 

FOR  THE  C -**  ENDING  GENERAL; 


Major,  US.iF 

. Asst  Air  Provost  Marshal 

* 


2 Indst 
1.  AF  Jbra  112 
. 2.  Stateaentol 


-3710 


COUNTRY 


REPORT 


tfcited  States 


(LEA 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


FLTOBRPT 


San  Antonio*  Texas 


DATE  OP 


DATE  Of  NIPOR  NATION 


30  July  1952 


28  July  1952 


3AAMA 


EVALUATION 


Unknown 


Major  rebar  t V.  fox 


00-5  da tad  29  April  1)52 


SUMMARY:  ( 


Sys-V  itr.es  3 


Uft.  tat  9f  rrpmt  am  AF  Rri  // 


//.) 


At  ap;.  roxiznataly  0052  hours r CST,  23  July  1^52,  an 
unidentified  white  light,  In  the  San  Antor.io  "icinity, 
wa3  reported  by  an  unknown  a- 29  pilot  to  Randolph  A5T3 
Tower  ami  a Kally  based  C-97  aircraft  flew  ir.taroapti’/a 
ni3eioc  and  established  identity  of  the  object  to  be  the 
liana t Jupitar. 


cc«  Jhlaf;  <TTC 

AT1K : . i UA-2 o 
W-F  AFB,  Ohio 


• • • V t 


SAAMA 


In  compliance  with  AS*  Letter  2GC-5,  dated  29  April  1952,  the  following  infor- 
mation la  submitted* 

(1)  Object  was  singular,  appeared  round,  size  undetermined,  and  emitted  a 
white  light.  What  appeared  to  be  faint  vapor  trails  were  observed  in  the  iauaediat 
area  of  object.  Object  gave  appearance  of  rapid  ascension  when  approached  by  C-97 

(2)  Tine  of  sighting  approximately  0052  hours,  CST,  28  July  1932. 

(3)  A visual  observation  from  a C-97  aircraft  was  made. 


) Observer  was  in  C-97  aircraft  flying  ir.  the  vicinity  o:'  San  -x 
exact  latitude  and  longitude  unknown,  at  the  time  of  the  sighting 


(5)  object  obeerved  by  Captain  Samuel  W,  Cysor,  Pilot,  and  Capt  Donald  S. 
Knebuscn,  Co-pilot,  of  C-97,  aircraft  no  2cQ6.  Doth  officers  attached  to  1256th 
.Ur  Transport  oquadron,  1700th  Air  Transport  Group,  Kelly  AFE,  i'exaa . Both  are 

cotaoletely  reliable 


(6)  //eatner  and  winds  aloft  at  the  time  of  the  sighting  unknown 


(7)  object  wee  identified  as  the  Planet  Jupiter. 

(3)  Vo  physical  eviae^ce  of  the  sighting. 

(9)  C-97  from  Kelly  A/3,  Texas  flew  interceptive  mission  ardidentified  object 


7icinity  unknown 


train  a Lc  the 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


Aircraf  t # 2603.  a C-?7,  departed  lually  Air  Force  da3e  at  0045 
hours,  Central  Standard  ?iae,  on  a routine  training  flight*  Shortly 
after  take  off,  we  overheard  Handolph  AF  Base  Tower  on  conversation 
with  a third  person.  T5i-»y  were  concerned  over  a lifted  object  in 
the  vicinity  and  we  than  noticed  a bri^t  light  off  our  right  liida. 
Randolph  Tower  mentioned  some  thing  about  flying  saucers  so  we 
decided  to  investigate. 


The  object  gave  off  a bright  light  and  jjftve  the  apyear^nce  of 
rapid  ascent  as  we  flew  toward  it. 

-•  • • *•  * 

Ve  climbed  to  an  allitud.9  of  12,000  feet  at  which  ti  -a  we  lost 
sight  of  the  object  behind  clouds.  We  picked  it  up  again  uid 
beers*  aware  that  f.io  object  was  a planet.  While  t.ie  navigator 

checked  iiij  charts  to  determine  if  a planet  should  be  in  trie 

approximate  location,  wo  proceeded  to  climb  to  13,500  fait  at  which 

ti  w the  navigator  confirmed  the  object  as  the  Planet  Jupiter. 

% I f * I 

tfeanwhila  Det.l  '-ad ar  Control  Joined  with  aLardoloA  'Tower  in 

observation.  W«  lr.:  nne«i  them  of  our  confirmation  as  to  Planet 
Jupiter  and  proc«3*»~i  >aox  towards  home  base.  Bnroufce  back, 

Detail  Control  Informed  U3  of  targets  or.  their  radar  scope  aod  on 
. their  direction*!  i:e*.  ructions,  we  flaw  Interceptions  on  .t re  targets. 

We  identified  oue  * as  another  aircraft,  probably  identified 

auothsr  as  a cloud.  .a  they  had  no  more  targets,  we  returned  to 
our  routine  mission. 

I certify  that  tne  above  statement  la  true  and  correct  to  the 
bast  of  my  iaiowlsdge: 


/ 


«* 


•~>f/l»C.fl54S  229  JULY  52 

C -i.il  RESTRICTED  H 0217. 

571  SAAMA  KELLY  AFB  TEX  2S2140Z 
TO  DIR  OF  INTELL  USAF  WASH  D C 
INFO  AIR  TECH  INTELL  CEN  ATTN I 
IiMTZLL  DIV  WPAFB  DAYTON  OHIO 

adf  ent  afb  Colorado  springs  colo 

CITE  SA-437. 

AM  UNIDENTIFIED  WHITE  LIGHT  WAS  REPORTED  BY  UNKNOWN  B-29 
RANDOLPH  AF3  TOWER  AT  APPROX  0052  HOURS,  23  JUL  52.  THIS 
UP  BY  C-97  MATS  AC FT  NR  2608  WHICH  HAD  JUST  TAKEN  OFF  FR  THIS  STA. 
03JECT  WAS  PURSUED  BY  C-97  AS  FOLS*  1.  A WHITE  LIGHT  WHICH  APPEARED 
TO  LEAVE  TRAILS  WAS  OBSERVED  ABOUT  3 DEGREES  A30VE  HORIZON.  2. 

TIME  OF  SIGHTING  WAS  0054.  3.  OBSERVATION  WAS  VISUAL  FR  3500  FT  AT 
135  MPH.  MO  OPTICAL  OR  ELECTRONIC  EQUIP  WAS  USED.  4.  FIRST  OBSERVATION 
MADE  5 MILES  VEST  OF  SAN  ANTONIO.  AC FT  WAS  ON  HEADING  OF  303  DEGREES 
AND  TURNED  TO  HEADING  OF  60  DEGREES  TO  PURSUE  OBJECT.  5.  PILOT  OF  C-97, 


CAPT  SAMUEL  W TYSON,  AO-73  J192,  CO  PILOT  CAPT  DONALD  E A UE BUSCH, 
AC-708483,  AND  NAV,  CAPT  CLARENCE  H WILLIAMS,  AO-2030335,  ALL 
COMPLETELY  RELIABLE*  6.  WINDS  ALOFT  WERE  NORTH  AT  6 KNOTS,  VISIBILITY 
UNLIMITED.  7.  3 OFF  LISTED  ABOVE  ARE  ALL  OF  THE  OPINION  THAT  THE 
C3JECT  OBSERVED  WAS  THE  RISING  OF  THE  PLANET  JUPITER.  BEARINGS 
TAKEN  WERE  COMPARED  WITH  NAVIGATION  ALMANAC  AMD  LOCATION  VERIFIED. 

THEY  BELIEVE  INTENSITY  OF  uIGHT  WAS  DUE  TO  LOCATION  WITH  RESPECT  TO 
HORIELN,  MOVEMENT  DUE  TO  RI  ‘RACTION,  RAPID  RISE  DUE  TO  AC FT  CLIMBING 
AND  TRAILS  DUE  TO  RE FLECTION  FR  SCATTERED  CIRRUS  CLOUDS*  AFTER  FOL 
TO  A POINT  APPROX  HALT  WAY  BETWEEN  SAN  ANTONIO  AND  HOUSTON  THEY 
BECAME  CONVINCED  OF  THIS  AND  TURNED  BACK.  UPON  TURNING  BACK  THEY  WERE 
NOTIFIED  BY  THE  259  AC  AND  W LOCATION  THAT  4 OBJECTS  WERE  SIGHTED  ON 
THEIR  RADAR  SCOPES*  C-97  WAS  DIRECTED  TO  THE  1ST  OF  THESE  WHICH 
APPARENTLY  WAS  A SMALL  CLOUD  AND  TO  THE  2&nJHTC^A5‘*.'C*47  AC  FT. 
DURING  THE • CRASS,  t -—■*AP  "CLIMBED  T0  1 8500  FT.  8.  NO  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 
VR  PHOTOS  0BTA1MED*40UND  RECORDINGS  OFF  RADIO  TRANSMISSIONS  DURING  THE 
TNTIRC'  PERIOD  WERE  .MADE  BY  329  AC  AND  W*  9.  INTERCEPTION  AND  INDENTI- 
FICATION  ACTION  IS  CITED  ABOVE*  PILOT  OF  C-97  ADVISED  RANDOLPH  NOT 
TO  SEND  F-30'S  ALOFT  WHEN  SUCH  ASSISTANCE  WAS  OFFERED 
29/0642Z  JULY 
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PP  JEPHQ  JESVP  JEDEN  JEDST  4M 
DE  JVFDL  034 
P 282330Z  ZNJ 
FM  CC  RANDOLPH  AFB  TEX 
TO  JEPHQ/DIR  OF  INTEL  HO  USAF 
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JEDEN/6C  ENT  AFB  COLO 
JEDST/CG  HQ  ATIC  SCOTT  AFB  ILL 


3.(7. 


+ • - ^ 


I01273E.  ATTN*  AT2AA-2C,  ATTN*  D/I  DC5/0. 
FLYOBBPT  IS  REPT  ON  SI6HTIN6  OF  UNIDENTIFIED  AERIAL  OBJ  I AM  AFL 
200-9«  ITEM  ONES  OBJ  SIGHTED  VAS  ELONGATED  IN  SHAPEf  APPEARED 
CNR  QUARTER  IN  LONS  TO  NAKED  ETEy  AND  AS  A BRILLIANT  WHITE  LIGHT 
WITH  BUISV  CAST  TOW  ABO  OUTflBE  EDCES,  OBSB  SU  OHLT  ONE,  UNABLE 
TO  DETERMINE  AERODYNAMIC  FEATURES#  NO  TRIAL  OR  EXHAUST*  UNABLE  TO 
DETERMINE  PROPULSION  SYSTEM  OR  SPEED#  NO  SOUND#  RAPIDLY  CLIMBED  AND 
CCZNDED  UNTIL  FINALLY  CLIMBED  OUT  OF  SIGHT,  OBSR  FURTHER  DESCRIBED 


UJ  AS  HIGHLY  INTENSIFIED  FOCUSSED  BEAN  OF  LIGHT  WHCIH  SEEMED  TO  BE 


PAGE  TWO  JWFDL  §34 


♦ 


SLEEPING  AREA  FROM  N TO  S BUT  BEAM  DID  NOT  STRIKE  TERRAIN  WITHIN 
SIGHT  OF  OBSR.  ITEM  TWO!  SIGHTED  AT  0053  HR  28  JUL  52  AND  OBSR  BY 
KEPT  AMN  FOR  32  MINUTES.  ITEM  THREE!  MANNER  OF  OBSR  WAS  VISUAL  FR 


SURFACE  BY  AMN.  HOWEVER  AC  AND  W STA  LOC  IN  SAN  A^WTTr^RtrTfrflCH 
WAS  CONTACTED  BY  CAA  AFTER  REPT  WA?  MADE  BY  PRATT,  MADE  RADAR 
CONTACT  WITH  OBJ.  TYPE  OF  GRD  ELECT  EQUIP  USED  IS  UNKNOWN  THIS  HQ. 

ITEM  FOUR!  OBSR  1'OC  In  RAFB  COM  TOWER.  OBSR  WAS  FACING  MAG  HEADING 
OF  50  DEGREES  AND  OBJ  APPEARED  10  DEGREES  TO  HIS  RIGHT  AT  AN 
UNKNOWN  DIS  AND  ALT.  ITEM  FIVE!  A/1C  LEROY  D PRATT,  AF1934S19  IS  SR 
CON  TOWER  OPR  AT  RAFB  AND  HAS  BEEN  CON  TOWER  OPR  FOR  PAST  3 YRS. 

A/1C  SAMUEL  LEVT,  ALSO  TOWER  OPR  WAS  PRES  WITH  REPT  WHO  CFN  ALL  OF  AMN 

PRATTS  STATEMENTS*.  LEVY  HAS  APPROX  2 AND  HALF  YRS  TOWER  OPR  TIME. 

§ 

CAPT  IS  TYSON  OF  125GTH  AIR  TRANS  SQ,.CONTL  DIV,  MATS  WAS  PLT  MATS 


C-97  NO  2808 


KELLY  AFB  AND  VOL  PURSUIT.  TYSON  WAS  VECTORED  BY  LOCAL 


AC  ANi  W STA  UNDER  CON  OF  CAPT  HOGGATT  BOTH  OF  WHOM  FOL  OBJ  VIS  AND 
ON  SCOPE  UNTIL  ITS  DESSAPPEARANCE  FR  THEIR  SIGHT  AT  0210  HR.  ITEM  SIX! 
WE A AT  RAFB,  SKY  CLEAR,  VIS  19  MI  SURFACE  WINDS  SSL  AT  7 KNOTS.  ITEM 


MO  METSO 


OTHER  COND  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR  SIGHTING.  ITEM  EIGHT! 


NO  FRAG  OR  PHOTOS*  ITEM  MINE!  MO  IFF  OR  INTCP  ACTION  TAKEN 

• / 

THAN  C-97  MATS  NO  2G0S  • ITEM  TEN!  TRAF  IN  IMMED  AREA  WAS  LOG  B-25 
M RAFB  PLT  OF  WHICH  WAS  UNABLE  TO  DEFINITELY  DISTINGUISH  ANY  OBJ 


AFTER  LDG*  I TEH  ELEVENS  CAA  REQ  PRATT  TO  GIVE  ABOVE  INTO  TO  THEM 
OVER  INTERCOM  AT  TIME  OF  SIGHTING  IN  OgDER  THAT  IT  COULD  BE  TAPE 
BCD  AND  SENT  THEIR  HQ  IN  VASH  DC*  ALSO  CLAIMED  FLT  SV  NOTIFIED  AT 
FT  NORTH*  •' 

28/23407  JUL  JVFDL 
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